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The preferred method for initiating a clean 
install of Windows XP is by booting from the 
XP CD. If the CD drive is not set as the primary 
boot device it will be necessary to access and 
modify the BIOS settings. Once the CD drive is 
set to be polled before the hard drive, insert 
the XP CD into the drive and power on the 
system. If the screen shown in Figure 01 
appears, all is well and the clean install of 
Windows XP Professional is underway.
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Figure 01
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Almost immediately after Windows setup begins 
the screen shown to the left will appear. Unless 
you have the very latest in hardware you 
probably won't need to press the F6 key to install 
and SCSI or RAID driver. However, when XP is first 
installed it tries to determine what type of BIOS is 
available on the computer. Newer systems have 
what is known as Advanced Configuration and 
Power Interface (ACPI) capability. Unfortunately, 
XP doesn't always recognize a computer BIOS is 
ACPI capable and doesn't install the support for 
ACPI.
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Figure 02
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Once the initialization process completes, the 
screen in Figure 03 loads to guide the XP 
installation process. More than anything, this 
screen is a fork in the installation road. This guide 
deals with a clean install and to accomplish that 
goal select the first option by pressing Enter. If 
you wanted to use the Recovery Console with an 
already completed XP installation, pressing R 
would be the proper choice. F3 ends the current 
installation process. After pressing Enter, setup 
will search the drives for an existing XP 
installation.
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Figure 03
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Pretty much any way you go at an installation 
anymore you're going to run into the 
Windows XP Licensing Agreement, better 
known as the End-User License Agreement or 
EULA, shown in Figure 04. Press F8 if you 
agree to the terms or press Esc and start 
researching alternative operating systems if 
you don't agree. There's no middle of the 
road.
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Figure 04
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Since you agreed to the terms of the EULA in the previous 
step, and because this is a clean installation from an 
upgrade version of XP to an unpartitionedand 
unformatted hard disk, the screen in Figure 05 appears 
asking you to verify you qualify to use the upgrade 
product. Of all the XP installs I've done I could count on 
two hands the number of times they have been done 
from full version CD's rather than upgrade CD's, so it's 
pretty likely you'll see this screen. The qualifying 
products are listed on the screen. Replace the XP CD 
with the qualifying product CD and press Enter.



PhaseI - TextPhase

Figure 05



PhaseI - TextPhase

Once Microsoft is convinced you've agreed to the 
EULA and qualify to install the upgrade version, 
the screen in Figure 06 appears where you 
choose a drive and partition on which to install 
XP. For those familiar with prior Windows 
operating systems, this section of setup is 
equivalent to FDISK when a clean installis being 
performed. In this example, since there is only 
the one hard disk it will be used to create the 
install partition by pressing C.
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Figure 06
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Once the partition creation has been initiated, 
the screen in Figure 07 opens and prompts for 
the size of the partition that will be created. 
As long as you adhere to the minimum and 
maximum listed on the screen you have the 
freedom to set partition sizes as you wish. 
Keep in mind that there are minimum space 
requirements to install XP. Set the size of the 
desired partition and press Enter.
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Figure 07


